' "The Single Individual": Two "Notes" Concerning My Work as an Author' To honour every individual human being, unconditionally every human being, this is the truth and is to fear God and to love the neighbour; but ethically-religiously to recognise 'the crowd' as the authority with regard to the truth is to deny God and cannot possibly be loving the neighbour. The neighbour is the absolutely true expression for human equality. If everyone in truth loved the neighbour as himself, then perfect human equality would be achieved unconditionally. Everyone who in truth loves the neighbour expresses human equality unconditionally; everyone who, even if he confesses, as I do, that his striving is weak and imperfect, is still aware that the task is to love the neighbour; he is also aware of what human equality is. But I have never read in Holy Scripture this commandment: You shall love the crowd, to say nothing of: ethically-religiously you are to recognise the crowd as the authority with regard to the truth, is the way to acquire tangible power, the way to all kinds of temporal and worldly advantage -it is also untruth, since the crowd is untruth.
Kierkegaard 1998b, 110/XIII 597

Ethics in Aristotle and German idealism
In Either/Or [Enter-Ellen, 1843] , the letters of the representative of the 'ethical' point of view Judge William are expressed in terms which draw on Aristotle, Fichte, and Hegel. This is followed up in Stages on Life's Way [Stadier paa Livets Vei, 1845] , where William appears as a character at the end of ' "In Vino Veritas" ' and is the most likely author of the section 'Some Reflections on Marriage in Answer to Objections by a Married Man' , within the fictional world created by Either/Or and Stages on Life's Way.
William sincerely claims to be Christian but in a manner that exists in opposition to Kierkegaard's paradoxical and scandalous individualist understanding of Christianity. In Works of Love [Kjerlighedens Gjerninger, 1847] there is an implicit contrast expounded between Christian love and pagan friendship (1995, (45) (46) (47) (48) (49) (50) (51) (52) (53) (54) (55) . We see here how Works of Love carries on the concerns of Two Ages (Tilley 2007b) , in the contrast between antique density of social relations and their modern abstraction.
